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Mr. Joun DicksoN, 
9 ate Miniſter of the Goſpel in Rutherglen, 
lo ſome Friends, when he was Priſoner 


in the BASS 


Dear Friends in Chriſt, | . 
os H that my Head were Wiaters, and mine Eyes & 
0 () Fountain of Tears, that I might weep Day and 

Nigbt for the Slain of the Daughter of my 

People! Jer. 9. 1. This is an Exerciſe proper 
for all with whom the Lord hath dealt bitterly, hath 
teſtified againſt, and hath aſflicted. This is the Caſe 
of Chriſt's poor litcle Ones now, when the Sword a- 
waketh, ſmiting the Shepherds, and ſcattering the 
Flocks; and this, in my poor Opinion, ſhould be the 
Exerciſe of us all: For, if ever a Church (burnt up 
as a Wilderneſs) was by God called to Faſting, 
Mourning and Covering with Sackcloth, the poor 
Church of Chriſt in Scotland is called unto it in this 
Juncture, when there is ſo much Wrath going out 
from the Lord, that every new Diſpenſation ſendeth 
forth a new Ray and Stream of his Indignation. His 


Wrath evidenceth that bis Anger is not turned away, 
8 but 


_— 
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But bis Hand is ſtretched * ftill, And tho all the 
convenient Acceſs of Invitation and Encouragemenf j 
unto this ſo neceſſary a Duty, that the, Church! 

Guides and Paftors are denied, in the Lord's-'wiſd « 

Providence, Opportunity as to publick Meeting toy | 

gether for this End, as all 7/-ael lamented after the 

rd, gathering together to Mpeb, drawing Water ( 
and pouring it out before the Lord, fafting, andi t 
n crying, We bave ſinned againſt the Lord, 18am. 9. 2, 6, 1 

Yet I conceive, in this Day of the Church's Scatter- ( 
ings and Rentings, the Lord is calling every indivi- 

dual ſerious Soul to retire itſelf, and ſet ſelect Day 

apart to pour out its Soul to the Lord, in afflitingyl 
itſelf earneſtly before God, following the Practice off 

Daniel, Dan. 10. 2, 3, 4. by the River Hiddeke] mour- u 

ning three full Weeks; and with Nebemiab, 142 I. 

4. to ſit down to weep, mourn, faſt and — foreſlt 
the God of Heaven, until Sadneſs and Sorrow fill 
both Heart and Countenance; and as the Doves of the 
Valleys, mourning every one for his Iniquities, Ezek. 7. 

16. ie and crying for all the Abominations com- 

mitted in the Land: Who knows but our God may 
return, and leave a Bleſſing behind him ? For bis Hand 
is not ſhortned that it cannot ſave, neither his Ear heavy 
#bat it cannot bear But our Iniquities have ſeparated 
between bim and us, Ta, 59. 1, 2. And, my deav 
Friends, it is not the general Speculation of this ſo 
abſolute ly neceſſary a Duty, nor is it the aſſenting 
only unto the uncontrovertible Truth of it, nor is it 
a bare Reſolution to endeavour the Practice of it, Fc 
that our preſent Neceſſity will admit of, as an expi- Þ 
ating Sacrifice at this Puſh of extreme Strait, when ſþ 
the Necks of the whole Churches of God are (as it. 

q 


were) lying upon the Block, ready to receive the 
faral Stroke of Divine Juſtice : But, to Day if ye will 
bear his Voice. not to delay one Day longer, leſt be 
ſwear in bis Wrath, ye Pall never enter into bis Reſt, 
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My earneſt Suit then to 3 all is (and J hope it 
is the Voice of the Spirit of God) That every Per- 
h'y fon to whoſe Hands theſe poor inſignificant Lines may 
come, that, upon the very reading of them, ye lay 
Bonds upon your Souls by Vows and Engagements to 
delay no longer, but the very next following Time 
(if Conveniency of Retirement will allow) to haften 
to the Throne of God by Faſting, Humiliation, Self- 
ſearching, Confeſſion, ſerious Mourning, Weeping, 
 Groning, and Afflicting thy Soul before the Lord, to 
ſpend ſo many Hours es poſſibly ye can win at. If 

| Sonat's heathemiſh Seamen had lacked their Dili- 
ing gence in crying to their god, Chap. 1. and had ſur- 
ceaſed but ſome few Hours in awakning Jonab to cry 
upon his God, the angry Sca, and the more angry 
God, might in that threatned Deluge have ſwallowed 

them all up. It is not known what a Day may bring 
s fillfforth, either as to Judgment or Mercy. O happy 
of the the Man that is this Day fleeing, as Lot, from the 
ek. 7. Showers of Fire coming down upon Sodom, in to his 


com- Chambers, and to his City of Refuge! And, believe 
| may me, your haſtning to this Duty is the very Door and 
Hand Entry to theſe Chambers, where ye may be ſhut up, 
beavy not only from the Wrath of Man and the Strife of 


rated FT ongues, but alſo from the Vengeance of a provoked 
dear Pod, who is already riſen, and is ſtill rifing out of 
Is fo his holy Place, to puniſh the Inhabitants of the Earth. 


nting And, if the Holy Spirit of God move you to be in 
r 18 it- Earneſt in ſetting —— this Duty, my next Requeſt 
of it, o you is, That every Week ye ſet a Day (at leaſt a 
expi- god Part of a Day) apart for this Exerciſe, ay and 
when fintil our God ſhall come, who then doubtleſs will 
(as it ſome, and not keep Silence, Pſal. 50. 3. tho' a Fre de- 
the jour before him, and it be very tempeftuous round about 
 evill im. Shall he not hear his Ele& crying Day and 
ft be Night unto him? -Luke 18. 7, 8. Doubtleſs he will 
Reft, venge them on their Enemies. Oh! would to God 


at eyery Family in Scotland (ſenſible of preſent Sin 
d Judgment, and whoſe Hearts may tail them = the 
Ih | ith on 


My 
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Conviction of both, looking for theſe Things that 
are coming to paſs) would ſet one Day of ſeven apart, 
abſtracting from their ordinary Labour (ſo far as eon- 
veniently it is poſſible) for this Exerciſe! and that 
every Soul that knows the Plague of his .own Heart, 
for his own Part, would ſet his Day of ſeven apart | 
for this Effect! To me it would be the beft News, 
and moſt promiſing towards our Lord's returning, 
of any I have heard for many Vears. One Part of 
the Day for Meditation, Self-ſearching and Judging ; 
another Part for Confeſſion and Acknowledgment of 
Quilt; and a third Part for Supplication and Petition- 
ing: And all of that ſer apart Time intermixed with} 
ſerious Mourning, Faſting, Weeping, and Abſtra- 
ction from all worldly Diverſions; interjecting thefſſ: 
Reading of ſome pertinent Scriptures all along. And 
if I may but ſpeak one Word more to it, for yourſſ- 
Encouragement to ſet about the Duty, I muſt tell 
you, There are ſome, who have poorly minted att 
this Exerciſe (always taking along Perſonal Cove.ſſv 
nanting with God in this Manner, at this Juncture)ſe 
who would not, upon the Back of their feeble En- d 
deavours towards the Duty, exchange their Hopes off} 
unſpeakable Advantage, for all the Treaſures this 
Day upon the Earth, tho' every Mountain in it wereÞ:] 
Gold and Rubies, wrapped in their Lap. En 
Oh to hear every one of you ſaying to another dt 
Dear Friend, To-morrow is my Day? Ay (but ſays ano Pn 
ther) Zeſterday was my Day ! Oh, dear Friends, it 
ye knew what of the Floods of Tenderneſs I haves: 
met with ; What of the removing of the black CloudgYY 
that ſeparated betwixt my precious Lord and me ip 
What Liberty in Confeſſion; What of a ſhiningþ0! 
Light breaking in upon my Heart, brighter than thqJ”? 
Sun at the Noon-tide of the Day; What of the 
Smiles of his Countenance, not vail'd with Frowi ar 
and Vengeance, but intimating and ſealing Peach Not 
unto the Conſcience; What of the overflowing 
Streams of Joy; What of the Swelling of 1 mh 
1 hi halide 
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chat 5 ) 
part, What of the — — of Horoſcopes, the drink- 


con- ing the pleaſant Dirgies (tho' in Fear and Humility) 
that upon the Graves of Enemies, ſunk in the Depth as a 
eart, | Stone! Oh the melodious Song of Moſes and the 


apart Lamb that I heard Yeſterday, as if a Window of | 


lews, Heaven were opened, to hear the overjoying melo- 


ning, | dious Muſick over the Carcaſſes of King Jeſus his E- 
rt of nemies! He himſelf invironed with the Hoſt of the 


zing; Fowls of Heaven, and the Beaſts of the Earth, go- 


nt of ſling to the Supper of the Great God! Dear Neigh- 


ition-bours, haften to the Work, and ye ſhall meet with 
with Jeſus. Ye ate too long in beginning, the Day is 
bſtra⸗Ifar ſpent, the Night of Judgment is coming on: 
g the And, if ye will not take = Counſel, I muſt tell 
Andfyou, I will follow Fo/bna's Reſolution, But as: for me 
your and my Houfe, we will ſerve the Lord, Joſ. 24. 15. 
te tell Two great Feaſts we hear of in Scripture ; One is 


ed at 
Cove. 
ture) 
En- 
pes o 
Tan 
were 


which is a Faß of fat Things, of Wine on the Lees, 
well refived;; Ha. 25. 6. This is called a Marriage- 
dinner; prapated and enjoyed at the Noon-tide of 
the Day, when the Sun ſhineth in its full Strength. 


3/35. 18. where the Blood of Enemies is drunk in 
Bowls, and chey made to eat their own Fleſh, and 
drink their own Blood as ſweet Wine, a. 49. 26. 
and the feſt of their Blood to ſoke the Earth, until 
t be made fat. Tis the Lord's Sacrifice-feaſt; in Box- 
"ab, Ifa. 34. 6. It 1s a Vintage- feaſt, Joel 3. 135 14. 
hen Jebovab puts in his Sickle, for the Harveſt is 
ipe, the Preſs full, and the Fats overflowing ; then 
doth: he travel in the Greatneſs of his Strengthy coming 
rom Edom with bloody Garments from Bozrah, Iſa. 63. 
Dear Friends, one of theſe Feaſts ye have been 
Partakers of, when the Wilderneſs bloſſoming as the 
Roſe, made all your Moſſes and Mountains to be 
Sovered over with Febovab-jireb,, Upon the Mount 
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Wh: de Feaſt, when the Son of God, the King's Son and 
| | | Heir, 


' 
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the Marriage-hanquet of the King's Son, Mat. 22. 2. 


The other is the Supper of the Great God, Rev. 9; 


pf the Lofd it ſhall: be ſcen. This was your Noon 


. ſmelling of Myrrb, Aloes and Gaſſia, aut of bis Ivory 


2, 3. may be made Witneſſes to 


Pillar of Fire may be a dark Cloud on the one 8 


| that I wa turned, I repented; and after that I wa 
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| therefore my Bowels are troubled for bim: I will ſur 
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Heir, was mounting towards the Top of your He- 
rizon in the Church, clothed in his Marriage- robe: 
Palaces. | „ if 

And the other of theſe Feaſts, which is the Su 
per of the Great God, you may be made Wirneſi: 

unto, if you fingly, cordially, ſeriouſly and tender 
ly cloſe with the foreſaid Duty... Only advert, that 
this Feaſt of the Great God is a Supper-banquer kept 
when the Sun declines and goes down, and the Sha 
dows of the Evening are ftretched out; yet they whe 
devell in the ſecret Place of the moſt High, Pſal. 91. 1 
ouſands falling at 

their right Hand, and Ten thouſands falling at theit 
leſt, and yet np Harm to them; only with their Eye 
they ſhall bel{81d and ſee the Reward of the Wicked 
becauſe they made the Lord their Habitation. The 


ide; 
but a pure bright Light on the other. 
Oh! I dow not think on Scotland's parting witlif 
fo kind a Lord: And ſure I am, our Lord ſhall not N 
part with his Church in poor Scotland,” which is in 
graven upon the Palms of his Hands, and whoſ#! 
Walls are continually before him, if they will but 
return unto him by Prayer and Supplication, and wil 
take hold of his Strength, if they will wreftle witl 
him, tho' their Thigh-ſhould be put out of Joint. 

Oh to hear every one bemoning - himſelf thus 
Thou baſt chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſtiſed, as a Bul 
lock unaccuftomed to the Yoke e Turn thou me, and I pal 
be turned, for thou. art the Lord my God, . Surely, aft 


inſtructed, I ſmote upon my Thigh > I was afbamed#i 
yea, even confounded, becauſe I did bear the Reproach o 
my Youth, The poor Sinner lamenting before the 
Lord; then the Lord anſwers, Yea, and is this Mar 
my dear Son? I be a pleaſant Child? for fince 
ſpoke againſt bim, I do earnefily remember bim ſtill 
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arth to be his 4 bearers, his Secretaries, and 
hiefeſt Minio 922 
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In this Flood and Stream: aid for me to enter inte 


. own Hearts; were indeed to beat the Air, in Jum 
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Reaſoning and Debating at ſuch a Time when the 
Lord fruftrates the Tokens of the Liars, and mak 
Diviners mad, in a judicial Stroke; and on ſuch 
Subject, where there are ſo many Heaps of Diſtin 
ctions lately coined, to diſſolve all Arguments, anc 
to anſwer 1 according to the Idol of thei 


bling the Judgment, without binding the Conſtience 
But let me ſay it in Humility, with all Reſpect t 
Perſons of great and high Parts, It fears me exceed 
ingly, that they who voluntarily without Heſitatio 
in implicite Dependence upon theſe Diſtinctions, clo 
with this unqueſtionable Courſe of Defection (of a 
that has fallen out, this is the ſaddeſt, in fo far aff 
it is a Pathing the Way to the Introduction of Anf 
tichriſtian Darkneſs) and ſhall not meet with bitte 
Mourning for it before they go to their Grave, ſhal 
either have a woful Farewe! when going out of Tim; 
to Eternity, or a dreadful Appearance before thei 
Jadge, when challenged as Jugplers in the greatel 
oncerns of the Church of God, now lying at th 
Stake. Ah! Ah! It fears me exceedingly, that, i 
parting with their Ground in fo flight a Skirmi 
many of them never have the Honour again to ſtrikſo 
a fair Stroke under Chriſt's Banner. Vet our Lorq; 
is gracious and merciful to the Penitent, but fr 
evounds the hairy Scalp of him that goes ſtill on in b 
Mniquity. 8 C Born 
f it were poſſible that our forefather Reformer! 
(who are centred in among the glorious Quiriſters ic 
the Kingdom of Heaven, finging their melodioujul 
Songs on Harps about the Throne of the Lamb) mig 
have a Foreloof for a ſhort Time, to take a View qnę 
their apoſtaſtiſing Children, what may ye judge woulFh: 


be their Conceptions of this Courſe of Defection, he 


far repugnant to the Platform laid down by them iM. 
thar glorious Work of Reformation? If Maſteſer 
W\hart, Knox, Welſch, Davidſon, Bruce, Inglis, Re 


loch 


CF 
1 ' * * * . 
n * \ n * 
e 5 
* 9 


2 gone 


. 1 ö 

k, Cleland, Cuningba me 46d Ireland, Livingſtone, .- _ 
ickſon, Blair, Simſon, the Guthries, Dunlop, Gille 
e, Durbam, Cant, Rutberfoord, al, MWard, © 
makeFrown, and many others whom I cannot name, were 
ſuch ed off from the Aſſembly of the Firſt-born, ſent as 
DiftinYommiſſioners ro hafte down from the Mount of God,” 
ts,. anq; behold how quickly their Offspring are gone out 
F rheiff the Way, piping and dancing about d golden Calf; 
in jumhb! with what Vehemency would. their Spirits be 
ſcienceſffecteq, to ſee their laborious Structures almoſt razed 
ſpect ti the Foundation, by thoſe to whom they committed 
:xceedſhe Cuſtody of the Word of their great Lord's Pa- 
ſitationence! they in the mean Time ſheltering themſelves 
as, cloſiinder the Shadow of a rotten Lump of Fig-tree Leaf 
(of alpiſtinctions, which will not ſconce againſt the Walk- 
far aſpg of an angry God in the Cool of the Day. Would 
of Anfſot iſbari ſay, And have I offered up my Body to 
h birtefſhe Flames moſt cheerfully, in Sacrifice to my great 
e, ſhalſaſter, to the End I might purchaſe with my Heart- 
f TimMood a ſacred Intereſt in theſe Truths unto thoſe my 
e theiffoſterity, who have upon ſo ſmall a Tentation pa 
greateſrom their Birth-right Bleſſing 2 Behold that bleſſed 
at thMartyr ſpreading forth his two Hands, chain'd at the 
that, iſtake in the Fire, joyfully to embrace the promiſed. 
irmiſſ Crown, for his ſingular valorous Faithfulneſs for the | 
> ſtrikgon of God; crying to his Offspring, Here-through 
Lor; conveyed the rich Recompence of Reward, the 
but hErown of Life laid ap for all who endure to the End. 
2 in bifith what Sorrows, with what Birterneſs and Anguiſh 
Ff Spirir ſhould he return, in giving Account of his 
ormenÞbſcrvations upon theſe woful Defections? And what 
ſters igyould Apoſtolick Knox ſay? With what grave and 
lodioujuſtere Countenance would he ftare this Generation 
) mighſÞn the Face, who have ſo mocked his laborious Toil- 
"iew qng in the Work of his great Maſter ? Old Mr. Welſch 
 woulFhar S:ortifþ Prophet, who ſpent his Eight Hours of Y 
ion, he Four and twenty in Night-watchings, Sobbings, | 
hem iMourninge, Weepings, and bitter Sorrowings, Con- (| 
Maſteqperſing with his Lord, towards the obtaining of this {1 
4, Rol i: e SOS a: -- Pur- | 
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Purchaſe, which this 3 has given prodigally 
up to the Luſts of Chriſt's Enemies; What Account 
would he give at his Return to his Lord! Eloquent 
Mr. Rollock, once invironed with the Flower of the 
Scottiſh Nobility and Gentry in the College-kirk of 
Edinburgh, all of them bathed in Tears, and ſwaly 
lowed up in an Extaſy of Sorrow and Joy, in offer) 
ing up themſelves to the Son of God, but now gazing 
upon the Defection of this Generation; What Ac 
count in fluent Oratory would he give to his gloriou 
Maſter? Auſtere and majeſtick Mr. Robert Bruce 
who, in his Bethel Gallery at Kinnaird, attained ſc 
much intimate Familiarity with God, through hi 
Gronings, Sighings, Sorrowings and Weepings, that 
he diſcovered this glorious Day of the Son of Ma 
afar off, bequeathing his Intereſt in it to Poſterity 
but now made Witneſs of ſo lamentable Defection 
W har Account would he give unto his Maſter ? What 
would Mr. Rut berfoord, the Flower of the Church 
whoſe Life lay in feaſting with Chriſt in the Banquet 
ing-houſe of Love, ſay, upon this Diſcovery of Ima 
ery pourtrayed upon the Walls of the Houſe of the 
Thurch? With what weeping Eyes would he come 
before his Maſter, and cry, Alas! alas! And wouldf 
not all tlie reſt cry, Ah Lord Jeſus, this is a crooked 
and unfaithful Generation But what ſhall be ſaid 
of the weeping Poſture ot the Mother-church 
ſpreading forth her Hands, crying as a Woman in hei 
Pangs, Of all the Children that I have brought forth 
where is there One of a Thouſand to take me by che 
Hand! Oh! my Bowels, my Bowels! She weepet 
ſore in the Night, and her Tears are on her Cheeks 
crying, Among all my Lovers I have none to comfor 
ane, all my Friends have dealt treacherouſly with me 
bey are become mine Enemies O Lord, behold my Af 
Fiction, for the Enemy bath magnified himſelf ! 1s tber 
any Sorrow like unto my Sorrow ? I ayeep, mine Eye 
mine Eye vunneth down, becauſe the Comforter that 
Heuld relieve my Soul is far from me; I called 2 m 


{ 


; 1 „„ ; 
xdigallyWovers, but they deceived me. Bebold, O Lord, for I 
Account m in Diftreſs. My Bowels are troubled, mine Heart 
fn 4's turned within me'; _—— my Aflifion, the 
of the or mebood and the Gall. Mine Eye runneth down 
kirk oFvith Rivers of Waters, mine Eye trickleth down and 
| ſwaleaſeth not; there is none to comfort me. The 
n offer Plowers plowed — my Back: I am like to rent all 
gazinen Pieces by Robbers: My Children, the Fruit of 
ut Acyny Womb, turn all their Backs upon me, and every 
zloriouſpne runs to his own, and leaves me alone. 

+ Brucefl But, which is almoſt lamentable, the Son of God 


ined ſqfrucified myſtically, guſhing out precious Blood 
gh hiffrom every. Pore of his Body, wounded from Head 
75, thaſſo Feet, every Wound ſpringing Blood, all given in 
xFf Marfhe Houſes of his Friends, like that martyred School- 
ſterity aſter , pinched and pricked to Death by the 
ection Hands and Pen-knives of his Scholars. His 5 

WhalMitre, his Princely Robe, his Royal Sceprre, pulled 
hurch$rom him all at once: And, as if his profeſſed Ene- 
anquet Inies had not Skill to exerciſe their Power in ſpoiling 


o glorious a Lord of his Kingly Ornaments, his own 
rrofefling People (fach as have been nouriſhed ar his 
Table) by Cheats of Diſtinctions (Judas like) ſalute 
nd betray him. Now, what judge ye, my Friends, 
will be the End of all theſe Things? What of Mer- 
y ? What of Judgment? Ponder ſeriouſly, and lay 
hem to Heart; and the good Lord enlighten and 
nliven your Spirits, and exerciſe your Senſes, that 
you may diſcern between Good and Evil. But Oh! 
all all theſe terrifying Prodigies prognoſticate the 
eepeti Tord Jeſus Chriſt his giving a Bill of Divorce to his 
heeksPoor Covenanted Church? Nay, nay; our pitiful 
comferſſJealouſy may not amount unto the Height of ſuch 
th me Heart- breaking Concluſions. Elijab muſt take his 
ny AfJ-cave of the poor idolatrous Church, as if the im 
s tberihnd Thummim were only wrapt up in his Mantle un- 
e He. Her a Juniper- Tree; Yet his Miſtakes are * 
tba, e dii- 
for m 
Lovers 


f Ima 
of the 
come 
woulc 
rookec 
ze ſaid 
-hurch 
in het 
t forth 
by che 


* * may be be meaneth peter Ramus, who was thus 
ain in the Pariſian Maſſacre, Anno 1572. _ 
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diſcovered by the Frown . ſceing compaſſionate 
God, and he 1s ſent away to condole with his . 
thouſand, that were locked up in God's Chambers 
that had not bowed the Knee to Baal. They are 
 Tharp-ſighted, whoſe Eyes can diſcern all Zion's 
Mourners, that are ſhut up in obſcure Cells in Scat -· 
land; and where there is One, I wiſh there were 
Ten thouſand ; yea, doubtleſs there are many un- 
known Saints, who are the Church's Pillars, and by 
vertue of whoſe Interceſſion, through the Power they 
have with the Angel of the Covenant, the Stream. 
of Fire and Brimſtone threatned upon our Sodom are 
bound up in threatning Clouds, tho' dropping now 
and then fiery Sparks, to alarm toward a freſh Pur- 
ſuit after Succour from the Son of God. Theſe are 
the Little Ones, the Third, the Remnant, that the Spi- 
rit of God teſtifies ſo much Kindneſs unto, in ſo ma- 
ny conſolatory Promiſes, amidſt the ſharpeſt of thei 
T hreatnings in the Ward of the Lord. RE 
On co ſee the Shepherds in ſeveral Places, lying u- 
pon the green Braes, pouring out their ſorrowful Soul 
unto the Lord, crying, Wo is me! It is my Sin that. 
\ hath pulled away my dear Neighbour from me, whoſf 
4 the other Day fell by the Sword. To ſee the Plow - 
I man and 'Tradſman giving no Reſt unto his wearied 
| Limbs, nor Sleep to his Eyes, until toward the Break. 
F of Day, he having wreſtled with the Angel, crying, 
| Oh! it is my Sin that hath occaſioned my dear Neigh. 
bour to be taken to the Gibbet, and ſeparated my 
intimate Friend from me. To ſee the poor Widow 
and fatherleſs Children, lying agroof upon theſſ, 
Ground, pourtraying, in their Wreſtling with God, 
their martyred Husbands and Fathers, every Drop 
of whoſe Blood in Crimſon Dye raiſeth up the Souls 
of their forlorn Company unto the Height of Fer- 
vour crying unto God, Avenge, avenge. | 
MechinksI ſee the Wanderers lying in the Moſs- 
haggs, jowking up and down, if they may diſcover 
incarnate Devils coming upon them with drawn 
$1 iD, opp een hen» 4 27 Swords , 


words, recking in the Blood 55 the Saints, crying 
o God (tho* Hungry, Thirſty, Wearied, Faint, 
old and Naked) with their Hearts tumbling out at 
heir Eyes in bitter dar pe and their Life in 
heir Lip, all quaking and quivering, crying, Oh, 
dh, wh help! for vain is the Help of Man; the 
ompaſhon of Enemies is cruel. * I ſee. the render. 
earted Chriftian, among the Billows of Tempta- 
ions, laid upon the Rack, tormented between two 
owers, the one drawing contrary the other (like a 
poor Man drawn upon the Rack, with ftretching 
ords, till Bones and Sinews be tenter'd unto break» 
ng and craking) to wit, Conſcience and carnal Inte- 
elf roring as in that Brazen * Pbalarian Bull, cry- 
ng unto God, O for Strength! O for an Outgate! 
t is not the merciful Lord's Way, to lay more upon 
poor Thing than he is able to bear. 
Oh to ſee the Ladies pulling off their Pearls, theit 
ing u- Bracelets, their rich 2 — flipping in to their 
u hambers, and like Kitchen-maids creeping down 
1 thatlupon the Ground, without Cuſhion or Carpet, and 
wholflipping their tender gentle Hearts into the Hands 
plow. f the Son of God, crying, O Bethlebem's Babe, 
earied leave us not in this great Storm, threatned upon us 
Break Fer our Chambering, Ranting, Wantonneſs, Mask- 
vio Pings, Ballings, Gadings, idle Viſits, Lightneſs, Va- 
. nities, &c. for all which we tremble, in fearing the 
15 Wrath of an angry God to be E out upon us, 
and our poor bewitched Hus bands and Children! and 
their Hearts all the while melting out at their Eyes, 
Itheir beautiful Faces all bluthered with Weeping. : 
D Oh to ſee the Nobles and Gentry running into their 
90 Cloſets, arreſting their ſinful Souls (polluted with 
Fe all the Abominations of theſe Times) before the 
er Criminal Court of Conſcience, to abide an Aſſize 
tore. Jof God's great Deputy, the CONSCIENCE 
1 within them, that they may not be judged of the 
-awnll „ e 
\rds. |, © Phalaris wir @ Tyrant of Sicily, aubo burnt perillus 
in the brazen Bull, which he had made for the tormenting 
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their long and rough Garments, and Phari 


and clotbe- them auith Change of Raimeut ; for this 


go away and leave his Coyenanted Land? Alas, iff 


thus ſaith the Lord, Behold, I quill” bring again tht 


ner thereof. Ard out of them ſball proceed Thankſgi- 


approaching? | 5 


Oh to ſee the Miniſters of the Goſpel pollin + 
1 El 


ments; and Artie themſelyes up in their filth 
Garments, lying in the Duſt before the Lord, wee 

ing between the Porch and the Altar, ay and whiff 
the Lord ſay, Take from them the filthy Garmen 


& Brand plucked out of the Fire! | 5 
I fo it fall out (my dear Friends) as I hope 
Hall; then confidently may I promiſe you Upon 
Lord's Word, that our great IMMANUEL ſ 

et appear. glorious in Scotland, in Judgment ar 
; "Bug: tho in Judgment, yet vert in Merc 
The Lord hath not caſt off his People, nor forſake 
his Inheritance. The Lord heareth his Poor, a 
deſpiſeth not his Priſoners. God will ſave Zion, a 
build the Cities of Judab. May not the afflifte 
Church yet ſay, after the Days of her Warfare a 
accompliſhed, I bo hath begotten me theſe, ſeeing 
had loft my Children, and am deſolate, a Captive re 
moving io and fro? and who bath brought up theſe 
Behold, I was left alone ; theſe, where have they been 
It is many hundred Years ſince the Son of God en 
tred to his Poſſeſſion in Scetland: And ſhall he noy 


muſt not be. And ſhall we he ſo.unhappy as to be 
Witnefles to his Departure? Nay, rather let us by 
ſtrong Faith, and a broken and penitent Spirit, tak 
faſt Grips of his Promiſe, Jer. 30. 18, 19, 20. 


Captivity of Jacob's Tents, and have Mercy on bi 
Dwelling- places; and the City ſhall. be built upon bei 


, 


own Heap, and the Palace ſball remain after the Man 


multiply them, and they fvall not be few. I ui ali 
glorify them, and they foall not be ſmall. Their Chi. 
| | We Rs. 3» ares 
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K 
Oh e eftabliſbed before me, and I will puniſh all that op- 
% them. l | wks, - 
Dear Friends, grip bard to him. Let your Pray- 
ng twice a-Day, be turned into ſeven Times a-Day. 
Fray ardently and pathetically unto, the Lord, 


- 


ightily: Away with formal, ſleepy and drouſy Pray- 
rs. It is not Time for God oy ſleep, when the 
hip is at the Point of utter Periſhing. Pray inceſ- 


| antly without ceafing. Let the Mediator be in 
on ti very one of your Petitions: Pray with and from 
Ap hade Spirit, with Sighs and Grones. Avoid evil Com- 


pany, the Congregation of Evil- Doers, Let all your 
onverſe be toward Edification. It is not Time to 
e ſporting upon the Brink of the Pit. When the 
ity is on Fire, all Men turn their Recreations into 
ſerious Application towards the quenching of the 
lame; when a Ship is periſhing, none within the 
eſſel are either ſleeping or ſporting. Mount Zior's 
Fire is kindled, and the great God is in the midſt 


t was all in a Smoke; then Man, Wife and Child 
y been rere all on Foot, trembling and ſhaking. Away 
od enlith the Works of Darkneſs, Chambering and Wan- 
e non onneſs, and on with the Armour of Light. Guard 

' iffrongly againſt. predominant Evils: For, becauſe 
bf theſe Things, the Wrath of God is poured out 


us bin the Children of Diſobedience. Our God is a 


F-alous God, and cannot abide Idolatry. It is the 


Wis People in this Church. | 4 
Beware of ſpiritual Pride. Study Humility ; Let 
ach eſteem another better than bimſelf. The Lord 
Han-Joves and dwells in the humble and contrite Spirit, 
j Ind the Proud he knows afar off, and reſiſts. Speak 
ot Evil one to another. Away with Whiſperings 
and Backbitings; theſe are in the black Roll, Rom, 
F. for which the Wrath of God comes on an Athe- 
ſtical Generation. * none, of whatſoever Qua- 

| Ys 


* 


LY 


ren ſhall be as aforetime, and their Congregation fall | 


pray 
Weriouſly, pray with ſtrong Cries and Tears, oy | 


If the Flames, as he was upon Mount Sinai, when 


dols of the Heart, that he is purſuing hard among 


lity, Place or Station: Remember, that Michael 
diſputing with the Devil about the Body of Moſe: 
brought no railing Accuſations againſt him. Be: 
with Affronts, Injuries and Reproaches; Yengeandif 
is mine, and I will recompenſe, ſaith the Lord. Th 
is a Time wherein Offences abound, and wherei 
Corruptions and Humours are irritated ; and Sat 
Joves to fiſh in ſuch muddy Waters, gy | 
Ruptures and Diſcords among the People of God 
_ whom veſift ſtedfaſt in the Faith, Guard ſtrongly ff 
gainſt the Spirit of Revenge; for Satan blows th 
Coal towards the utter breaking of the Peace an 
Tranquillity of the Soul. Be not too credulous | 
receiving Reports reflecting on the Conſcience « 
Credit of thy Neighbour; but hear Seventy ſeve 
Times ere thou lay much Weight upon the Reporſſſ 
left thou be adjudged by the Lord to believe a Li 
and thence appear more a Servant of Satan than ( 
the Lord. Take not up an ill Report againſt t 
Neighbour; for ſuch are deprived of all Intereſt 
the Kingdom of Heaven, P/al. 15. Be not a Tali 
bearer ; for ſuch Perſons are the Fire-brands of Dif 
cord among Friends, and diffolve, all Societies. MF 
careful for nothing, but in every Thing by Pray 
and Supplication make your Requeſts known unto Go 
Anxiety is a Canker-worm, that cats away the ſwe 
Life of a Chriſtian : It doth not add to, but dim 
. niſheth from the PerfeCtions of the Soul. M bo is 
#bat, by taking Thought, can add one Cubit to bis St 
ture? Feat not future Wants or Loſſes, left tha 
reſſeg upon God's Faithfulneſs in his Promiſe, aff 
"pon his Providence in governing the World, whe 
of 1 Part: The Birds of the Air feed chees 
fully anthout Fear of Want, and ſleep ſweetly 
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their Neſts, when they know not where to get the 

_ Breakfaſt To-morrow ; and thou art much bett 
than many Sparrows. Be ſatisfied with your owf 
Lot, be ut Loſs or Gain, Poverty or Riches, A. 
verſity or 3 1 For God is infinitely Wiſ 


who hath carved it out to thee; and bis Will, nf 


thin 


— 
5 


D 
bine, muſt be done. Be content with ſuch Things as 
n have; for be hath ſaid, I will never leave thee, 
or forſake thee. A diſcontented Creature proves his 
wn Burrior, and a Vulture to himſelf, to eat our 
is own Bowels. Be not envious againſt Evil-doers, for 
e Lord will cut them off quickly ; their Lot, when 
oſperous-like, is but a Feeding to the Day of 
laughter. Covet not another Man's Lot nor Inte- 
ſt; for this is Theft, and tends to Robbery. Take 
p Chriſt's Croſs cheerfully, when called unto it, be- 
pre it take thee up, Many are forced to ſutfer, 
il] they, will they, when their Conſcience is not 
Caſe to keep them comfortable Company; be- 
auſe their Suffering is more from Force, Conſtraint 
d Neceſſity, than Love to Chriſt and his Intereſt, 
nd their voluntary Choice. When Chriſt, his 
hurch and Intereſt are embarqued in one Veſſel, 
nd providentially encountered with a violent Tem- 
eſt of Wind, I had rather chooſe to be in the 
idſt of the angry Sea and terrible Tempeſt with 
im, than to be on Dry- land without him, Moſes 
hoſe rather to ſuffer Affliction with the People of 
ies. Pod, than to enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon. 
Pray Read much the Seriptures, and pray over your 
unto GReading with ſerious Meditation. There is a Spirit 
he ſwelnn the Scriptures which cannot be found in all human 
it dim Vritings beſide. Treaſure up the Scriptures in 
Pho is our Hearts, that in the Hour of Trial ye may be 
bis Stortified againſt Gainſayers. Avoid all Idleneſs; 
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ſt the not Slothful in Buſineſs, but be feruent in Sirit, 

ite, arferving the Lord. An idle Soul is Satan's Shop where | 
where forgeth all his Temptations. Guardwpainſt-de- . 
d cheeſſracting from the Perfections of the ody, of the ; 
etly Mind, or of the Gifts and Graces of fhe Spirit of: f 


od in thy Neighbour; for, in ſo doing, thou re | 
les upon the Wiſdom, Liberty, Bounty and Good» - 1 
eſs of God. Envy not another Man's Parts and Ac- | 
ompliſnments; for the ſovereign Governor of the | 
hurch has placed that myſtical Body in ſuch pro- 7 
portional Meaſures, that the Eye, Tongue, Hand or 
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Foot, Magiſtrate, Miniſter or private Chriftian, a 
all moſt excellently fixed in that glorious Orb. The 
one Star differ from another in Splendour, Colou 
Bigneſs or Influence; yet none of them envies ane 

ther's Perfection, and all of them, without Emul 
tion, do their own proper Office for which they ar 
fixed in their proper Spheres. Do not weary « 
Chrift's Croſs; for, as he afflis neither Charche 
nor Perſons willingly, ſo, when he hath accompliſhe 
his great Work upon Mount Zion, he brings bac 
the Captivity of his People unto admirable Advan 
tage. Wait on the Lord, and keep bis M "Ys and. | 
Hall exalt thee to inherit the Earth; when the Wick 
are cut off, thou Palt ſee it, Let your Moderatio: 
be known to all Men, in Diet, Apparel, Walking 
Talking, and in all Manner of Converſe, Study 
Morttfication, Dying to the World's Honours, Plea 
ſures, Profits; for the Glory and Pleaſures thereo 
periſh Day by Day. Die to Sin; for tho' it be ſwee 
in the Taſte, yet it is Gall and Wormwood in th 
Belly: The Fruit of Sin is Death. And alſo. di 
to thyſelf, in laying up Treaſures towards a Life in 
corruptible, and that fades not away, eternal in thi 
Heavens. Alienate thy Affections altogether, ſo fat 
as poſſible, from this World: By putting off the 
Old Man, thou mayſt conſtantly put on the Neu 
Man, and be in a Readineſs towards thy Change 
and, as it were, drop-ripe for the other World. 

Long much to be altogether delivered from the 
Body of Death within thee, and to be in Company 
with the General Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt 
born. Study to walk — God, ſetting him before 
your Eyes at all Times, in all Places, in all Compa 
nies; ſo ſhall the whole of your Converſation be 
ſesſoned with Salt, miniſtring Grace to them with 
whom ye converſe: Set him always at your righ 
Hand, fo ſhall ye be ſupported under all Troubles 

and Difficulties, | | 

Above all Things, let Chriſt be never out of your 

Eye, nor out of your Heart, in Duties, in Talking, 
in Walking, in l your Exerciſes: So ſhall he 55 
is 
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ian, arfflis Beloved Sleep, and he in thine Arms; and, when 


. Thou awakeſt, thou ſhalt be flill with him. He is 
Colouſweet Company, eſpecially to Priſoners and Wan- 


ies anefſerers, violently ſeparated from Friends and Re lati- 
Emulaſins. Solitarineſs with Chriſt is an Heaven upon Earth, 


hey ar Be diſtinct in the Knowledge of Chriſt's Intereſt 


eary q the Militant Church; for theſe are his Jewels of 
harchdreateft Value upon Earth, for which he ſhed his 
Wrecious Blood, and pledged rhe Heart-blood of fo 


rereſts ſo hard, that neither Smiles nor Frowns, 


WickeSords nor Death, may ſeparate you from them; 


leratioi 
4 alking 
Studi 
„ Plea 
thereo 
xe ſwee 
in the 
Iſo di 
fe infJown, many Places (eſpecially the Weſt of Scotland) 
There the Goſpel hath been powerfully preached ; 
, ſo farſccauſe Profeſſors have ſatisfied themſelves with the 
off thForm, denying, the Power of Religion. The Spirit 
e Neff God in Duty is a quickning Spirit, which being 
/hange ay, religious Duties turn unto Superſtition, Que- 
ion the Reality of that Religion, that is more with- 


hriſt's Intereſt and his Croſs are Chriſt's Legacy left 
nto his People. Underſtand which is the Crown 


mics ſhall be covered with Shame. Make Choice 


Form without the Power, is like the Body withe 


mpanyſcts, long Robes, and as long Prayers (the Badge of 
Firſt-· Nypocriſy) Chriſt abhors. If ye ſee a Man zealous 
before cenſuring his Neighbour, and juſtifying himſelf, 


_ withſSie more in diſcovering the Beam that is in thine own 
r righ 


-oublesÞpany Profeſſors whoſe Religion (in its greateſt Per- 


tion) lies in cenſuring others, and this ſmells 


f yourſpukly of Hypocriſy. Be courteous and generous to- 
alking, ſhards all Men, given to Hoſpitality, eſpecially to ghe 
e giveſſpdigent Saints of God, Sympathize with thoſe that 

his : | ok are 


any Thouſands of Martyrs, who went in fiery Cha- 
Advanſſyots to the Kingdom of Heaven. Cleave unto theſe 


at flouriſſtes on Chriſt's Head, when all his Ene- 
ore of the Power, than of the Form of Godlineſs; 


t che Soul, a putrifying Carcaſe. It is to be feared, 
at God ſhall wipe like a Diſh, and turn upſide 


om thequt a Man than within him. Greetings in the Mar- 


ompa- at Perſon is much to be ſuſpected, as one that covets 
ion beſſhe Praiſe and Teſtimony of Men more than of God. 


ye, than the Mote in thy Neighbour's. There are 
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is contrary to the Doctrine of ScIf.denial) eſpeciall 
Perſon is an Abomination in the Sight of God. Man 


- Motion, compared to Fire, and the Wind which 
bloweth when and where it liſteth; and as the Me 


ing of it by Floods of Paſſions, Humours, Corr 
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of Kings. 
out, guarding againſt all Scandal; that they, bein 


„ 5 
are under Bonds for Chriſt; for what of Kindneſs i 
done to them, the Son of God takes it as done te 


himſelf. Seek not great Things for thyſelf (for thi 
to be highly eſteemed of among Men; for ſuch 


=_ (tho' lofty) Men, in ſacrificing to their ow 
ets, make their Credit their God, and turn ſpiri 
tual Idolaters, yet are moſt righteous in their owt 
Eyes; ſuch Perſons have no Need of Chrift, for hi 
came not to call the Righteous. "4 

- Quench not the Spirit of God, The Spirit if 
Power and Influence hath a ſubtile and penetratin 


tions of it are fruitful and refreſhful, ſo the Quenc 


ptions and Miſimprovement, is moſt dangerouy 
Neither grieve the Spirit: A Sinning againft th 
ſmalleſt Spark of the Light of the Spirit of God 
is of dangerous Iſſue. Remember, that he that fin 
neth againſt the Holy Ghoſt hath no Re miſſion 
re fit reluctante Conſcientia peccatum eff 
The Conſcience is the Eccho and Doomſter of thi 
Spirit of God; The Lyon Herald ecchoing, thi 
Lyon King at Arms publiſhing the Will of the Kary 


Walk circumſpectly towards them that are with 


Witneſſes to your convincing godly Converſatio 
may fall under the Power of Convictions: So ſhal 
ye be Witneſſes for Jeſus in your Generation. B 
ſevift to bear (not ſcurrilous nor unedifying Diſcourſe 
for this debauches the Spirit) but ſlow to ſpeak. T 
Multitude of Words ſpeaks out Folly, and cannot bf 
without Sin; for every idle Word a Man muſt giv 
an Account. Let your Words be few, ſeaſoned witl 
Salt, miniſtring Grace to the Hearers. Wherever y 
enter upon any Piece of Divine Worſhip, obſery 
the Incitements, Motions, Blowings, Concurrence 
Aſſiſtings and Supportivgs of the Spirit of God; thei 


ſha 
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dneſs 1 
done tc 
for thi 
pectally 
ach 
Man 
ir OW! 
n ſpiri 
cir owtpirit of God? When it flows and overflows, to put 
for hi Stop to it were dangerous. But this falls out at ex- 
| raordinary Times, and in extraordinary Caſes, and 


If nor to others, but ſhall be refreſhing and plea- 
nt. Do not blemiſh your Duties, nor make your- 
If burdenſom to thoſe who join with you, by tedi- 
Jus Forms, The Life of Religion conſiſts in an In- 
iviſibility, it is contracted into, a narrow Point; a 
igh, a Grone, a Tear, hath Volumes of Prayers 


YIIrit i 


etratinlyy. Speak not to your own Commendation. For 
whichhs this is hateful to wiſe Perſons, ſo Idol Self is couch- 
he Mod up here, which is God's great Antagoniſt ; for, 
enchÞ{xcept a Man deny himſelf, - he cannot be Chriſt's 
CorruPiſciple. Chriſt and Self are two Contraries, and 
1gerouhey cannot agree together, as Fire and Water 
nft thEningled. Be not curious in enquiring after News; 
f Godſſhis flows from an Mbenian Curioſity, blowing up the 
hat finÞÞpirit with Wind and Froth, Sorrow or Anxiety. 
miſſion N et Nebemiab may profitably ask Hanani, how it 
um effffares with God's Intereſt at Jeruſalem; and Fere- 
of rhziab makes Choice of a ſolitary Cottage in the Wil- 
7, thWerneſs, to be by the Road of wayfaring Men. Cu- 


KirFioficy in enquiring in ſuch Caſes, by ſuch Perſons, 
:dgeth the ſerious ſorrowful Soul to Sympathy. 


with Glory not over thy Neighbour's Infirmities ; for 
, beinSthe ſame Fountain from whence they flow is within 
rſatioqthee, and thou art compaſſed about with the ſame : 
50 ſhalAnd, if thou ſtand, it is by Grace; J/hbat baſt thow 


n. bat thou baſt not received? Natural, moral, or 2 
courſecious Endowments, are not of thy Cutting and Car- 
Thiviog, neither within the Reach of thy Line and 


nnot bl©Plummet, Beware of Paſſions of all Sorts, and give 
it ginnot way to them; ſlocken that Flame in the firſt 


d witSpark, before it tùrn unquenchable: A little Fire 


ever may inflame the whole Creation, if meeting with ſu- 


pbſervyperadded Fewel. 


; the 
Mal 


all the Worſhip of God be neither a Burden to your- 


oncenter'd into them. Yet, who can bound the 


en ſnould be induſtriouſſy nouriſned, Habenti debi- 


rrence] Obſerve and underſtand the Voice of God in Pro- 
e a vidence, 
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vidence, efpecially now, . A Lord is preaching 
from Heaven in Providence and Prodigies. Tho 
theſe be ſcaled Books to the Unlearned, yet v0 
is wiſe, and will obſerve theſe Things, even they ball u 
derſtand the Loving kivdneſs of the Lord. 3 

dard againſt Diviſions among all Kinds of Soci 
ties; for Diſcord is of the Devil: If any be of 


| 


al 


factious Spirit, avoid his Company, elſe thou will c 
take Fire in thy Boſom and be burnt. If thou | 
peremptory and ſtiff about any Thing, let it be i 
— of Conſcience, for Chriſt and his Truth 
Sake, not ſo much in thy own Things. Better pa 
with both Coat and Cloke, than to break thine om 
Peace, inflaming thy Corruptions. . 3 
Depend much upon Providence, whether as to tent 
Meat, Clothing, or Proviſion for thy Family. M. a 
ked came we into the World, and naked ſhall we go 
ef it, The militant Church is all hanging by a ſm: A 
(tho* ftrong) Thread of quotidian Providence, h 
Chuſe your Companions in Fellowſhip. Be affabF.., 
to all, but familiar with few. Be cautious in conlan 
municating Secrets, except only to the Lord; bie 
ware of communicating a Secret as a Secret, exceſſiſe. 
to one truly cloſs and wiſe, and that one is not to Moe 
found among Ten thouſand. Every Brother is reac 4 
to ſupplant in ſo evil a Time, yea, the very Wiſput 
that lies in thy Boſom. This is a dangerous Timeſ.. . 
The World is waxing old as a Garment; the Eq f 
of all Things is at Hand; Honeſty and Faithfulne 
is worn out of the Earth; Falſhood and Treache = 
take Place: Therefore chuſe Cloſaeſs and Abſtr ve 
Etion, Roving Fellowſhip is like to diflolve ti |... 
whole Univerſe. Meddle not with Things abovfc . 
neither with Things below you: For the meddli ing 
with the one is Arrogancy, and with the other air 
Baſeneſs. Wander not onf of the Station wherein. 
the Lord hath placed you; for your God is a Gre 
of Order, not of Confuſion. Reon 5 
race be with all them that love our Lord Feſſteſi, 


Cbriſt in Sincerity. 
5 JOHN DICK SON 


ocie ate Miniſter of the Goſpel in Rutherglen, 


Who died in the Year 1700, 


HE Conception you have of the Diſpen- 
ſations of the Lord toward this 2 
plagued Church, and the Tempers of 

the Spirits of Profeſſors under theſe Diſ- 

nations, are not different from what many of the 
ly a ſenſible Difference betwixt what the Church 
has been within theſe few Years; the Church 

ath loſt much Ground, and is daily upon the og 


and, and it ſeems will continue to be ſo until it pleaſe 
e Lord to pour down his Spirit from on High, or 


p drowſy Souls out of their Lethargy wherein they 
Fre fallen. The Lord hath given us our Requeſts, 
put hath ſent Leanneſs unto our Souls; which quic- 


y former Piece of Trial that we have met with; 
nd there are ſo many Forerunners of ir, that their 
yes are ſhut that ſee it not upon the Wing. Before 
b heavy approaching Tempeſt, there is the gathering 
pf thick Clouds, the chirming of Birds, the bluſte- 
ing of Winds at a Diſtance, the thin Droppings of 


r. JoRHN Dickxso N, 


will a Perſon a little before his Death; 


ord's People are _Sroning under, There is palpa- 


Wow is, and what it was many Years ago, yea, what 


Fic, by ſome” ſharp awakning Diſpenſation, rouze | 


Tens the Fears of ſome, that there is ſome ſad Stroke 
> fall down, which may prove more terrifying than 
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Rain, Snow and Hail, the Flaſhings of Fire: And 


Phat of theſe are viſible and audible in our Day, they 
G re Strangers in Iſrael that do not fee and hear, Have 
xe not a plentifully preached Goſpel without Suc- 

Jeſ ſs, without Bleſſing, ithout Fruit? Hath he not 
)N aid it, that the Earth that drinketh in the Rain that 
| D | CQ» 
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1 
cometh oft upon it, and beareth Thoyns, is rejed; F 
and near unto Curſing; The Trees that bring ic 
Forth good Fruit, are beweg down ? Our Sun is a Wiſfc | 
ter-ſun, ir hath Eight hut no Life; all the Sap .. | 
our Minifters and Profeſſors for the moſt Part is li A 
den down to the Root: Until a Spring Summeſ J 
Sun ariſe upon us, it can hardly be expected t . 
either Flouriſh or Fruit will be ſeen. It is ma * 
Years ſince the Sun fell low upon Scotland: Man 
diſmal Day hath it ſeen ſince 1649. At that Tig 
our Reformation mounted towards the Height of oil 
Horizon: And, ſince we left our building upon ti ou 
excellent Foundation laid by our honoured Forfff, 3 
fathers, we have ſtill moved from ill to worſe ; ar 4 
it is like yet more (unleſs our gracious God preveſhe 
it) until we ſlide ourſelves out of Sight and Senſe Y,1.: 
a Reformation. We have been lately tryſted withE:.1 
wonderful Deliverance from the Slavery of. a Heavayi;. 
daring Enemy, but not one Line of Reformation Na 
ncilled upon our Deliverance. It is Ike a Slee... 
drink caſting into a Lethargy : Yet God is good ? 
{ſrael in the Deliverance ; but the Iſſue of it is, exant 
ry one eng his own Things, but not the Thin . 
of Jeſus Chriſt. We have the Shell of Ordinanqſev 
and Church-Government, but want the Kernel, thi; 
1 Feat Things of Chriſt's Law, as to contend for hflur 
ntereſt wrapped under a Cloud. It is a long Tim;;. 
fince our Covenants and ſolemn Engagements lookeſſern 
pale, they have loft both Colour and Verdure ſinq 6 
the Reſcinding our Vows to God; theſe Covenanihj,. 
are turned Skeletons, fearſom and affrighting, an, q 
former Reſpects to them are like gradually tb dwinj,, 
away under a Conſumption, There are ſome feporc 
Things that made them the Glory of Nations, thaflur 
are now turned to a Shadow. | uri 
1. They were the Fruits of the many Prayersf, , 
Faftings, Tears, Wreſtlings, and indefatigable Layff z 
bours of the greateſt and beſt Men that ever breathed ,, 
in our Nation, recovering a poor People ſunk intafſjy;1, 
Antichriſtian Darkneſs, to enjoy the Liberty dudſ1,,, 
to them by Chriſt's Purchaſe. 4 ed 
' : . ' ag = 2, 0 . 
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„ld King James his Reign, ſpoke out the Fervency 
ff theſe worthy Spirits in Ardengy and Affection 
Jo them as Jewels of ſo great Value, that they were 
Met as Gems and Pearls in Chriſt's Crown, to wear 
o long as his Intereſt remained in this Church. 

3. The Bleflings accompanying the entring into 
nd renewing theſe Covenants were ſo fluent in all 
hurch-ordinances, both ſecret, private and pub- 


oil of ſuch Bleſſings and Influences of the Spirit, 


nd full of Sap. 

4. Theſe Covenants to our Forefathers were hke 
he renting of their own Clothes as Eliba did, and 
aking up Elijab's Mantle, and clothing themſelves 
1th it, 2 Kings 2. 12, 13. enjoying of Moſes' Spi- 
"Wit, Deut. 24. and like Foſhua (chap. 24.) when dying, 
aving a Pawn of Remembrance unto Poſterity, by 
Ingaging them in theſe Covenants. | 


Chron. 15. 2. that the Lord was with them while 
ey were with him: But our Fathers Offspring for- 
aking God, he forſook them; from that Day that 
Dur — were ſo ignominiouſly treated, until 
is Day, all Calamities (as to our religious Con- 
Ferns) have fallen upon us. 
6. The late Sufferings of all who ſhed their Hearts 
lood on the Fields and Scaffolds, Impriſonments, 


looJ of the Covenants. From that Day of the 


Nur worthy Forefathers, and the Enemies taking up 
hriſt's March-ſtones (which were the Bounds ſet 
y the moſt High, when he divided to the Church 
If Britain its Inheritance, and ſeparated: the Sons of 
Fam, Deut. 32.8.) the giddy Church ſtraying in the 
Wilderneſs is much fallen out of Sight either of 
Tloud or Pillar of Fire. Our Inter mixtures are tur- 
The ed pernicious to the Glory and Honour of Chriſt's 

f | —_—_ Houſe, 


2. The renewing of them ſo many Times under 


3 


| ick, that whoſoever were planted in ſo fruitful a 


Would not- but grow up like Calves in the Stall, fat 


5. So long as our Church clave to theſe our Cove- 
ants, it fell out with them, as it did with King Aſa, 


d Baniſhments, were all dyed with the Crimſon 


Force and Fury of Enemies, theſe ſolemn Vows of 
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HJ ouſe, which ſhould not be ? Den of Buyers andi 
| Sellers, When Chriſt ſcourged theſe Thieves our offffat 


| ſealed, either by the Blood of the primitive Mar- 


of tranſporting Joy that they were honoured to ſuf- 


theſe Places where the Covenants were moſt in Ho 
/ Hour and Requeſt, the one buried, and the othe 


dream of a reviving Spirit among us, till there be 


for a Touch of that Spirit that was poured dow 
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the Temple, doubtleſs it ſignified the Purity of Re-. 
formation in Goſpel-Churches under the New Teſta- 
ment, whereunto, the renowned Church of Scotland 
aſpired in our happy covenanting Days. And tho' 
the late Sufferings 51 our Brethren ſeemed to be 
heavy to bear, yet two prime Truths were ſealed 


with their Blood (and that of the beſt, as of our ho-r 


nourable Nobles, faithful Miniſters, Gentry, Burghers 
ahd Commons of all Sorts) which were never before 


tyrs, or our Jate Martyrs in the Dawning of our Re 
formation: And theſe two Truths were, Cbriſt 
Headſhip in the Church, in Deſpite of Supremacy, andſÞn 
bold Eraſtianiſm; and our Covenants : Which two 

treat Truths were in the Mouths of all our Worthie: 

hen mounting their bloody Theatres and Scaffolds 
aſcending up as it were to God in a perfumed Cloud 


fer upon ſo clear rounds, That Supremacy was ſo 1: 
agaſted by our Covenants, that no Reſt could it have 
till it got the Grave-ſtone laid upon them, and fe 
conjured all who taſted the Liquor of that Supre 
macy, that the Thoughts of getting the buried Ce 
venants out of the Grave, are more terrible to them 
than the Devils; who are now, in Place of ou 
Vows to God, managing their diabolical Games in 


riſing in its Room. What Inferences may be fro 
it, but that he ſends evil Spirits among us, as he di 
among that People who ſo unworthily requited th; 
moſt High ? But, treat theſe Covenants ſo baſel 
who will, there will undoubtedly be a Reſurtectio 
of them again, when theſe who now have unhand 
ſom Kindneſs unto them from their new Damp o 
Neutrality, will look pale upon them, Let us neveſput 


reviving Reſpect to theſe ſolemn Vows of God. A 


1 


2 „ Wo 
and ip Floods when the Covenants were ſolemnly entre 
nto! The burning Flame of the Love of God, of 

hriſt, of his Intereſt, of his Ordinances, flew ſo | 
niverſally through the Nation, that the Zcal of | 

od's Houſe ſer all in a Conflagration ; Miniſters * 
preached like the Oracles of God, giving Reſponſes; 
People heard, as it they would have ſwallowed up | 
he Miniſters with Heart and Eye. What Heart © | 
rrippings, what Soul-meltings, what Affections in- 
lamed all on Fire for Chriſt and his Intereft ? What 7 OM 
ervour and Zeal againſt profeſſed Enemies? The 
hurch was then like the Eden of God, every pre- 
ious Stone was its Covering. Ah! when theſe Co- 
Tenants ſhall revive, that ſhall be like a Reſurrecti- 
dn from the Dead : They were buried in Diſhonour, 
dut they ſhall riſe in Honour. Let us no: dream 
hat our Reformation is running to a final Eclipſe ; . 
oldsFay, poor Scotland, for all the Ills that follow it, is a 

zlittering Gem in our Lord's Crown. I can never 
orget the outmoſt Ends of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion, 
Pal. 2. nor the Iſles of Shittim and Kittim to be the : 
ather's Gift to the Mediator. It is his own Ground — 
faſby Gift, Conqueſt, Infefrment and Poſſeſſion; and | 

His Gift paſſed the great Seal in our late ſuffering ; 
Times, when ſealed with ſo much Blood, which 
vas precious in the Sight of the Lord: After that, 
he Hills lowed with Milk and new Wine, and the 
ountain came forth of the Houſe of the Lord that 
watered the Valley of Shittim, Much Blood and + } 
uch Treaſure hath been ſpent to ſer the flouriſhing | [ 
rown upon Chriſt's Head in Scotland; Declarations, 
Acts of Councils and Parliaments, Remonſtrances, ] 
Engagements, Vows, Covenants: But the — — 
Zlood of the late Martyrs was the Capeſtone of all. 
The primitive Martyrs ſealed the Prophetick Othce 
df Chriſt with their Hearts Blood, the reforming 4 
artyrs ſealed his Prieftly Office with their Blood, | 
Put the laſt of all our Martyrs have ſealed his King- I 

y Office with their beſt Blood : They indeed have 
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Al femented it upon his Royal Head, fo that to the End 
dowipf the World it ſhall not drop off again, rs | 
it the 


I 
bu ent, * 


am. ati 
* 


_ wiſe ſball underſtand theſe Things, for the Ways of the 
through all the Corners of Scotland, there are fo few 


| Bcaffolds ; And again, it is alſo amazing, from whence 


be, would _ more that daring and bold Enemy 


Cloth was upon his Face, and ſlipping it up again, 


which acted our worthy Forefathers in our publick 
Aſſemblies and in Preaching, ye would ſee a wonder-. 

ful Alteration in the Face of Affairs, the Fields I aſ- ay 

: * -ſure you would look white near unto the Harveſt. | 


08 300 2 
the picking of quivering ſpirited Zraftians ſay to the 
contrary. Chriſt's own Land ſhall yer grow: as the 
Lily, and ſhall caft forth its Roots as Lebanon: They 
that dwell under its Shadow ſball return, they ſball re- 
vive as the Corn, and grow as the Vine; he who is 


Lord are right, and the Fuft ſball walk in them, It is 
amazing to ſome Perſons, how it is fallen out, that, 


in the Shire you live in, that have been honoured to 
ſeal the Headſßip of Chriſt with their Blood upon 0 


it is that the Devil is ſo prodigious, and in a Manner 
hath taken up his Houf-· quarters in theſe Bounds more 

viſibly and audibly. than in any other Part of the th 
Scogs Nation, playing his Games in ſuch Tricks, that 
the Sophiſts of our Nation are at a Stand, reeling to 
and fro, and put to their Wits End how to ſtop his 
Career, Pure Reſpects to our national Vows, it may 


than many Eſſays yet fallen upon. Let the Words 
of famous Mr. Guthr;z, when he had ended his laſt 
Words upon the Scaffold to the People after the 


wath a loud Voice crying to the People, The Cove- 
nant, the Covenant ball be Scotland's Reviving ; I ſay, 
let theſe his very laſt Words fink deep into your 
Mind: He was a Seer in our Church, worth Ten 
thouſand; for, as the Man was, ſo was his Strength, 
If there were but a little Appearance of that Spirit 


If we would but adventure to trace our Defections, 
from the Breach of the Act of Claſſes in the Year 
1650, all alongſt to this Day of our being buried 


in the Grave of Neutrality, and all to edge up the 
Spirits of the People unto a due Senſe of our woful; . 
ä and ĩrrevocable- like Backſliding from God (who hath it, 
c cted many a Wonder for Sccfiand) you would find 5 
923 5 „ 


the 2 perfumed Smoke of Incenſe ſpringing from our 
Altar in ſavoury and n Bleſſings. But 
They ah! when ſhall this Day dawn? fo long as the com- 


fin: themſelves to their nick-named Faith and Repen- | 


proper Rights to his Church in the * Work 
of Reformation, leſt conſtructed Fire- brands and ſe- 
4 toll ditious, which in running the full Career may gra- 
. dually drop into Superſtition through Neutrality, and 
pon | 

thence plunge into an Abyſs of the Shadow of Pope- 


of the Time in this one; I cannot ſee an Evaſion of 
the Church, in its preſent Circumſtances, from a 
ſharp and more 22 than ever it has yet 
met with, come the Trial from what Airthi it will. 
t fears me, our Principles are ſo ſlippry, and the 
Truths of God ſo ſuperficially rooted in us, that, 
when we are thrown into the Furnace, many of us 
ſhall melt all away to Droſs. The good Lord pre- 
ſerve Scotland from the Likeneſs of the preſent Per- 
ecutions of Fance: That a Phyfician juſt now by 
dict muſt not viſit a fick Perſon under Pain of Death, 
leſs he take a Popiſh Prieſt with him to adminiſter 
heir idolatrous Sacraments to him; which if he re- 
uſe, then he is to be denied Burial, and the dead 
Body expoſed to ravenous Beaſts to prey upon. 1 
ope God in Mercy will prevent what is above the 
Ftrength of many Thouſands ſeeming zealous Profeſ- 
blick Frs to undergo, It is many Years ſince I heard one 
f the greateſt Seers in our Nation, in Horror, and 
1 af-$ith Fear, dreading the heavy Judgments of God u- 
on the byaſſed Profeſſors of the Weſt of Scotland; 
Int all that I ſay, not diminiſhing my Hopes of the 
ord Jeſus his reſerving his purchaſed Inheritance 
his own Covenanted Land, tho Malachi be affrighted 
the Day of his Coming, and be made to cry out, Who 

1 abide it? Chap. 3. 1, 2, 3. when he fits as a Refiner, 
vofuld a Purifier of the Sons of Levi; a Remnant ſhall be 
bathFf, that ſhall be as the Tile-tree or the Oak whoſe Seed 
find} in them when they caſt their Leaves, fo the holy Seed 
a A be the Subftance thereof, © FOE 


ö \ 


mon Enemy are gaining their long wiſhed-for Hopes, 
that Miniſters in their publick Preachings muſt con- 


tance, without noticing any Incroachment uponChrift's 


ry. But, to ſum up ſhortly all my preſent Thoughts 
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pon the laſt Indulgence, wherein Profeſſors by Bond and 


dom and Faithfulneſs were poured down upon theſe, Mi 


De ar, $ n 
. | 
Fore: fedion upok Gra gbadiousPaſſage 
of Providence, I know would ie an igibittering Rel 
to many Profeſſors in your Country-ſide :; The one is, u 


0 * 


Penalty obliged themſelves to produte their Miniſter be 
fore the Council when called for. 'This was a Reſtrictio 
_ fo narrow, that all the Freedom and Faithfulneſs of Mi 
niſters in their Office was ſo blocked up, that either Con 
ſcience toward God in diſcharging of neceſſary. Duty be 
hoved utterly to be buried, or elſe the Life of their Mini 

ſter expoſed to Sacrifice No Policy could forgo or eſcape 
nere; and, if this be not an.univerſal Evil to be mournet 
over, let Conſcience and Reaſon judge: Yet this is look 
ed upon to be but a Trip, in theſe gloomy Times, of in 
conſiderable Moment; tho' it was the Brat clecked by th: 
Supremacy, which not only hath wounded our ſolem 

Vows to Death, but buried the Faithfulneſs and Freedon 
of the Church's Seers, as to the publick Intereſt of Chriſt 
in their Graves. And tho” there be heaping up the Mu 
tiplicity of Profeſſors Caſes in publick, flying up to th 
Head, not reaching the Heart, except in tranſient Flaſhe 


8 it ĩs to be feared that our Goſpebbleſlings ſhall r emdin u 


der Eclipſe. 


The other ſtupendious Providence is, the obliterati 


the rich Bleſſing of the Goſpel in our late ſuffering Time 
when Bleſſings not only accompanied theſe ſolemn Fiel 
meetings, but extraordinary Influences in ſifts of Free 


ſters, who went out with their Lives in their Hands, { 
ting their Faces as Flints againſt the Heaven-daring Vit 
lations done to the Mediator. I call to mind a Paffaz 
with, perpetuated Remembrance, that in one Shire of th 
Kingdom there were about thirty Miniſters who chec 
fully offered up their Service to Chriſt, all by Turns 
of Edinburgh And each of all theſe, when they retur: 
ed back to Edinburgh again, being queſtioned, What Plc 
ſure, what Delight, and what Liberty they had in n 
nating that hazardful Task? they anſwered, That, 
Toon as they ſet Foot in theſe Bounds, another Spirit can 
upon them; and no other Reaſon could they give of 
but that God wrought ſo mightily; that they looked up 
it as Genius loci, that God ſenſibly at that Time was 
-that Country working Wonders : But the moſt Part of: 
theſe are in their Places, reſting on their Beds, and the 
Works follow them. 43 & 
Thus, in anette 


ours, I have given you ſome 


. 2 | J , : 
my confuſed / 85 the preſent. Times, wiſhing ye 
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ony out of the Eater. 
ES JOHN DICK'SQU, 
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